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Higher Education 

MCPHS University Optometry Program 

at 10 Lincoln Square in Worcester will 

be the site of the OAM Spring Meeting on 

Sunday, April 6th, 2014.   

 

Having a meeting at a brand new, state of 

the art facility is an exciting opportunity to 

offer more technical workshop sessions in 

lensometry, edging, keratometry and 

biomicroscopy. We are extremely grateful 

to MCPHS Optometry dean Dr. Shilpa 

Register, faculty and staff members who 

have been assisting us in the planning of a 

professional meeting in an educational 

venue.  Assisting at the meeting day will be 

students ambassadors from both MCPHS 

University and the Ben Franklin Institute 

of Technology. 

 

Our keynote speaker, David Sullivan, PhD, 

is one of the most respected specialists on 

dry eyes in the world, and is the founder of 

the Tear Film and Ocular Surface Society 

(TFOS). OAM and TFOS are initiating the 

ñThink BLINKò campaign in conjunction 

with Dr. Sullivanôs special appearance to 

present important new information we can 

use to help our patients who suffer from 

dry eyes. 

 

Other national speakers will include Mark 

Mattison Shupnick of Jobson and Bill Un-

derwood, program director of Hillsborough 

Community College opticianry program in 

FL. (some may remember Bill as an in-

structor at WITI.  Jim Slightom will lead 

the NCLE general sessions on the kera-

tometer and the biomicroscope, and John 

Parrelli will be conducting workshops 

designed to get hands on experience with 

instrumentation and on how trial frames 

and lenses are used by contact lens fitters. 

Ann Marie Lahr will discuss the blue light 

and John Jeffrey will instruct an ABO Mr. 

Blue edging workshop. Blair Wong will 

conclude the day as host to a very special 

7th Hour Lecture. 

 

Our corporate sponsors will be exhibiting 

in the main ballroom where breakfast and 

lunch will be served. Our event will be 

catered by Chartwells which has an excel-

lent reputation in the Worcester college 

consortium. 

 

MCPHS is located just 2 blocks from the 

Route 9 west exit off I-290 in Worcester. 

The entrance to 10 Lincoln Square is lo-

cated on Major Taylor Boulevard, one 

block south of Route 9, at the site of the 

former Crowne Plaza Hotel. (see map on 

back cover).  Parking will be available at 

the schoolôs faculty lots and at the nearby 

municipal garage, all located on Major 

Taylor Blvd. Additional free parking is 

available at the Highland St municipal lot 

and on street parking. For those wishing 

to make hotel reservations, the Hilton 

Garden Hotel and the Courtyard Marriot 

are both an easy walk to MCPHS. 

 

Watch the OAM website for more details 

and register early, by mail or online. 

We hope you will join OAM on April 6th! 

Front entrance to the MCPHS University Optometry Program 
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TURA 

US OPTICAL 
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Opticians Association of Massachusetts 

PO Box 419,   Medway, MA 02053 
 

   Phone:  508 533 1419 

   Fax;  508 533 3060 

   Email:  opticianma@aol.com 

   Website:            www.opticiansma.org 

2014 OAM Corporate Sponsors 

Board of Directors 

Lidya Agaby 

George Bourque 

Helen Gendron 

Quyen Glowik 

Martha Hui 

Lia Iacono 

Pauline Kamens 

Gary Lawton 

Amy Lewis 

Jim Magay 

Diane Matuck 

Thomas Merrill 

John Parrelli 

Cheryl Pearson 

Catherine Selucky 

Kevin Silva 

Carol Russell Winslow 

Associate Directors 

Kyle Beaudet 

Denise Brady 

Joseph Celi 

Shalimar Crayton 

Anita Dunn 

Malaika Gray 

Ahhyee Ma 

Justine Pearson 

Kathryn Plante 

William Rheume 

 

Opticians Association  

of Massachusetts 
2014 Board of Directors 

Page 2 



Dear Fellow Opticians, 

 

Spring is springing!  And we certainly deserve it after a 

long, snowy winter. 

 

The OAM Board of Directors has been busy readying 

the next educational seminar on April 6th. We are very 

excited about the venue, which is the Optometry School 

at the Mass College of Pharmacy in Worcester.  It is a 

shiny, brand new, state-of-the-art facility where we 

have access to all optical equipment and large meeting 

rooms with every bell and whistle.  Combined with ex-

cellent course choices and national speakers, this con-

ference will not disappoint! 

 

 

Several directors and students had the opportunity to 

attend the 2014 OAA Leadership Conference in New 

Orleans in January.  This is a conference where the 

leaders of many state associations converge to explore 

leadership in opticianry and share ideas.  It was a great 

experience for all and helped our board to both give and 

receive valuable information on the future of opticianry 

leadership. 

 

 

The membership drive is on!  A strong state associa-

tion means a strong profession!  Without a strong 

membership, hence a strong state association, the asso-

ciation is powerless to lead and protect the members 

and the profession. How can you help?  Please consider 

renewing your membership as soon as possible.  Your 

membership dollars are paid back to you in your dis-

count for the educational seminars.  Your membership 

=$100.  Your seminar discount savings =$120.  Attend 

both seminars in the year, and your seminar discount 

savings =$240!!!   

 

How else?  

 

 Please consider speaking to your fellow opticians 

about becoming a member.  With all the changes in our 

industry, we will need to remain strong and GROW. 

 

Benefits of membership? 

Å An association that regularly meets to access the 

needs of the Massachusetts optician 

Å A hired legislative watchdog to keep their eye on any 

threats to  licensure 

Å Two excellent educational seminars to receive be-

tween 7-10 credits per event 

Å Representation at national seminars such as OAA 

Leadership and ABO/NCLE 

Å A membership to the Opticians   Association of 

America 

 

I look forward to seeing you at the April 6th Spring 

Conference! 

 

If you have any questions or 

concerns, please do not hesitate 

to contact me. 

 

Your president, 

Dibby Bartlett 

 

dibbybartlett@yahoo.com 

617-688-0554 

 

Dibby Bartlett 

Calling All Filmmakers!!!  
And opticians, and children of opticians 

and well... anybody! 

Enter the 

ñThe Great American Opticiansô Video 

Contestò 

What Is an Optician? 

 Now is your chance to tell the American Public, by en-

tering "The Great American Opticians' Video Contest"   

The 2014 Opticians Association of Americaôs Video 

Contest begins April 17, 2014 and ends June 30, 2014.   

The Video Contest presents the perfect opportunity to 

express your unique talents, and win big $$$$$. 
 

The purpose/objective of the video contest is to convey 

to the consumer ñWhat is an Opticianò.  

Create a 30 to 60 second, creative message conveying 

what an optician is and does.  Use a camera... Or use 

your iPhone!!! 

The outcome is to have a video or numerous videos that 

will promote opticianry to the general public. These vid-

eos will be available to state associations for national 

marketing of opticianry.  

 

There will be three winners:  

First place- $3,500.00 

Second place-$2,000.00  

Third place - $1,000.00.  

The contest ends June 30th 

Winners will be announced at Vision Expo West, Las 

Vegas.  

 

Be sure to visit the OAA.org web site in April for all 

details, rules and regulations. 

 Let your voice be heard loud and clear, explore your 

talents; join us for this amazing adventure. 

Contest is open to all students, state asso-

ciations, film makers and any individual 

residing in the US.   Questions? 

Call Dibby Bartlett 617 688 0554 
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Fun Night at the Optical Heritage Museum 

Andrew Critchfield, Donna Anderson & Christina 

Pichler of Tura set up a display of fancy vintage 

frames from the company archives like the one below 

Bill Marfuggi of Victory Optical  in NJ came with 

frames designed by his grandfather Vincent Salierno  

BFIT student tour guides Malaika Gray,         

Justine Pearson  & Bill Rheume 

John Parrelli with Michael Ward of Atlanta 

Dave Metzger and Mark Dolabany 

Diane Matuck, Dick Whitney & 

Donna Silverberg  

Optician sisters Judy Berglund and 

Peg Taylor with husband Ken 

Ray Dennis with Herb  & Debbie Fletcher Tom Lavin and John Walsh 

Blair Wong with the OAM Board of Diirectors 

The Optical Heritage Museum, located at 12 Crane Street in Southbridge, 

had its first major event for the OAM last November in conjunction with 

our meeting at the Southbridge Hotel & Conference Center. 

 

Over 100 guests came out to see the first set of displays at the museum. 

The restaurant Nana Bôs located on the first floor hosted a dinner catered 

by Romôs of Sturbridge, and provided a beautiful venue. Everyone who 

attended had a great time and was impressed by all the exhibits. 

 

A special display of vintage mid century eyewear was provided by two of 

OAMôs sponsors. Christina Pichler of Tura Inc. brought a special collec-

tion of fancy Tura frames from the 1950ôs with matching jewelry accesso-

ries from the company archives. Bill Marfuggi, grandson of Victory Opti-

calôs founder also attended the opening and brought several frames from 

his personal collection which are still on display at the museum. 

 

In addition to mid century eyewear, the Opticians Association of Ameri-

can has loaned a pair of spectacles made by McAllister in the 1800ôs and 

other pieces from their large collection. A display of many unique items 

loaned by David Fleishman of antiquespectacles.com includes frames 

made by American Opticalôs founder William Beecher in the early 1840ôs. 

 

Dick Whitney has been caretaker to the museumôs original collection 

which has grown since American Optical closed and was gutted to make 

way for the Southbridge Hotel. He and museum curator Donna Silverberg 

were pleased to see so many people come out to see and support the mu-

seum. To see the museum, which is open by appointment, contact Dick at 

dick.whitney@zeiss.com. Or look on Facebook: optical heritage museum 
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