Massachusetts Musician Opticians ROCK!

Fall 2017

Primary Focus

OPTICIANS ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS

Volume 16 Issue 2

A common metaphor states that “the
eyes are the window to the soul”.
As opticians we touch people’s lives by
providing them the means to see clearly
through those eyes, which gives them the
ability to appreciate the wonderful world
we live in. Did you know that we have
opticians among us who musically touch
the soul of people and use their talents to
enhance the lives of others? Massachusetts opticians participate in the annual
fundraiser Rockin’ for New Eyes at Vision Expo East and in the Pantoscopic
Tilt Band that performs at various opticianry events locally. Meet these musicians and learn both their musical and
opticianry stories as you read on.
The annual fundraiser concert Rockin’
for New Eyes, held at the Hard
Rock Cafe in NYC’s Times Square takes
place during Vision Expo East. Musically talented individuals within the optical industry perform to raise funds for
the non-profit organization New Eyes for
the Needy, which was founded in 1932
and purchases new prescription eyeglasses for U.S. residents in financial
need and distributes used eyeglasses to
the disadvantaged in developing countries. Rockin' for New Eyes 2017 raised a
whopping $203,160! Four Massachusetts opticians Dana Cohen, Bob Goldman, John Re, and first timer vocalist Lia
Iacono played on stage at the Hard Rock
Cafe on April 1, 2017 with musicians
from all over the U.S.
Dana Cohen has been playing
trombone since age 13 and
has played with Rockin’ for
New Eyes for the past six
years. Initially Dana planned
on becoming a pediatrician,
but when introduced to the
optical field by his father, an
optometrist, decided to become an optician specializing
in pediatrics. He took over
Medford Optical 40 years ago
and fits eyeglasses to children
from all over Massachusetts

and surrounding New England states. He
has gotten prescriptions faxed to him from
as far away as Greece, Venezuela and Israel, and has even outfitted the cast of a
Nickelodeon show a few years ago! Dana
plays in both the Cape Ann Big Band and
the brass rock group Garfish which played
at OAM’s 75th anniversary gala, both
which hail from Gloucester. Pantoscopic
Tilt band member Peter Puzzanghero introduced Dana to Ginny who have been married for over 40 years and have two daughters. In turn Dana introduced Peter, his
longtime best friend, to the field of Opticianry!
Bob Goldman has played several Rockin’
for New Eyes shows and once again gave
an outstanding performance at this year’s
event. He originally played the clarinet, but
Bob has been playing drums since he saw
the Beatles perform on TV in 1964. He
played in many cover and original bands in
the 60’s and 70’s, one of which came very
close to a recording contract with a major
label! Bob put the sticks down in the early
90’s to raise his twin daughters, Hannah
and Rachel, but has resumed playing about
10 years ago in The 7 C’s, and now plays
in The Pulltabs. Check out The Pulltabs on
Facebook and catch a local show. You
won’t be disappointed! Bob has been an
optician for Harvard for years where he
works with Pantoscopic Tilt band member
Peter Puzzanghero.

Pantoscopic Tilt band left to right: Peter Puzzanghero , Ned Morse, Lia Iacono,
Michael Tanzi and George Robert
Cont’d on page 6
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President’s Message
Hello Massachusetts Opticians!
I love this time of year, warm days, and
cool nights! Great for sleeping with the
windows open! Still warm enough for a
short sleeve shirt but cool enough at
night for a hoddie. There are fairs and
festivals and apple picking! Right now I
am sitting on my deck. The football game is on the radio,
my dog Maggie is basking in the sunlight, making sure
she keeps me safe from birds and squirrels! Many of my
neighbors are outside, working in the yard, or playing
with their kids. It is one of those amazing fall days in
New England!
This is the time of year I think of as the start of a new
year. When I was young, my parents would say this is a
new year for you, a chance to start over, do better on your
homework, get better grades, and try to work a bit harder!
Every year my parents would take us on special trips to
the outlets, we would get new clothes, shoes, backpacks,
almost whatever we wanted to make our new school year
better and exciting! This is the time of year things really
changed.
Since then I have always used fall as a time for reflection.
This year I have so many things to reflect on. It has been
a year of major losses and gains, both personally and professionally. We all know about the passing of John Parrelli. He inspired me, as I am sure he did so many others.
Personally we suffered some losses too, my mother – in
law passed away from cancer shortly after the first of the
year, and she was an energetic passionate woman who
lived life to the fullest and loved her family!
There have also been amazing gains this year, many of
my former students are now licensed Opticians. Most of
them had the great honor of working with John and seeing him in action at his workplace and on a national level
at Opticon last September! I have also seen Opticians
who were inspired by the work he did, now stepping up to
take on new roles in our state and nationally! I am sure
this makes him very proud! Personally we have had
gains too, I have seen a lot of our friends add members to
their family and likewise we added a little girl to ours! I
am sure Rita is pleased with this too!
I like to think on day like today, even though this year has
been hard, even though I have shed a few tears both of
joy and sadness that we have been though many difficulties, I like to remember all the good things that have happened this year.
Our profession is strong, and our society is the strongest it
has ever been. We have an amazing active board of di-

rectors mixed with veterans and new opticians. We
have amazing members who support our students! I
know no matter what challenges lay ahead, even if in the
moment I may feel overwhelmed, I know it will make
me stronger and better! Just like our profession, I know
we will face challenges, but challenges make us stronger
and better! Thank you for working hard to be a better
Optician!

George Bourque
New ANSI Standards Review
I recently had the opportunity to review the proposed
changes to the ANSI Z.80 standards for 2020, and it was
quite an eye opening experience. This was the first time
the ANSI committee requested opticians to review the
Z80.1 ANSI standards for the next revision. So when I
got asked to be part of this review process, I wondered
what in the world would need to be changed from that
chart we all use when final inspecting a pair of glasses.
I was surprised to received a 47 page document containing ALL of the ANSI standards for our profession, not
just the verification chart I was expecting. The standards
included everything from definitions of optical terms,
power tolerances, technique on verifying prescriptions, to
a diagram of inspecting a lens for defects. I quickly realized that the amount of information and detail in the
ANSI standards could be a valuable tool to most opticians.
I was amazed at how informative this document was, yet
I was disappointed to find out how few opticians have
actually seen these standards in its entirety. Many opticians that I spoke to have only seen the tolerance chart,
and didn't even know there was more than that available.
I feel like this is a tool that is most likely missing from
most optician's offices. This can be used from helping
apprentices and students advance their knowledge, to
helping seasoned opticians keep up latest progressive lenses on the market. If
you have not seen the ANSI standards
recently, I encourage you to find out
more about what goes into the ANSI
Z.80 standard for our profession, available from The Vision Council.
-Kevin Silva
OAM is pleased to announce that Dick Whitney, chairman
of the ANSI Z.80 Committee will be speaking about the
latest standard at our meeting in Southbridge on Nov 5th.
Check out the meeting registration for more details.
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OAM Summer Meeting—June 4, 2017

Branding – What is and why you should care!

The OAM held its first ever CE
conference at the Carroll Center for
the Blind in Newton, Mass. Established in 1936, the Carroll Center
has pioneered many innovative
services for the blind and visually
impaired. They have developed
many methods for people with low vision to learn the skills to
be independent in their homes, in class settings, and in their
work places. Their services for the blind include vision rehabilitation services, vocational and transition programs, assistive
technology training, educational support, and recreation opportunities for individuals who are visually impaired of all ages.

What is an optician? That is the question we
would like all consumers to answer with ease.
Not unlike dentists and pharmacists, a profession
that deals with the public MUST have consumer
awareness to move forward successfully. And
that doesn’t happen automatically.

For most attendees, it was their first time visiting the Carroll
Center for the Blind. In keeping with the mission and purpose
of the Carroll Center, the educational theme for this meeting
focused on enhancing and improving eyecare for our visually
impaired patients and customers. The three courses that were
presented were Journey into Blindness, Demystifying Low Vision Devices and Magnifiers, and Lifestyle Dispensing for the
Visually Impaired. Attendees were educated about different
ocular disorders and recommendations of appropriate low vision technology ranging from simple magnifiers to complex
prescription spectacles and the most advanced technologies and
viewing screens and computer software.
Attendees also learned about lifestyle applications they can
share with their patients such as sighted guide technique, descriptive video service, auditory journals, cell phone technology, and specialized accessibility apps. In the Journey into
Blindness class, Blair shared his personal perspective on what it
is like to lose vision. Attendees were able to listen to Blair’s
interview on NPR radio Kind World Episode 38.
Many thanks to the Carroll Center for their generous support
and providing such a wonderful venue for our educational
meeting.
This is our second OAM mini-conference and we look forward
to hearing from our members for ideas and suggestions for a
future venue and educational theme.

Blair Wong addresses attendees at the OAM Summer meeting at the Carroll Center
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In a climate where the term “optician” is often
misrepresented, or misplaced with “frame stylist”
or “optical assistant”, it is critical to identify ourselves well and often, and educate the consumer
as to how we complete the circle in eye care. As
the consumer understands our expertise, they will
choose the “optician” for their eye care needs.
The Opticians Association of America has been
actively researching and implementing ideas to
brand the American Optician for the past 5 years.
Their branding committee has been addressing
this need on many fronts; informational Facebook videos, a new tagline, billboards, a public
service announcement, newspaper articles, movie
theater advertisements and more.
Check out some of the Opticians- Helping America See merchandise offered by Lands End available to order through a link on the OAA website.
The “30 Second Optician Public Service Announcement” on YouTube is available that opticians who wish to create more public awareness
can use. These are just a few of the many of the
branding concepts and projects that have been
launched and are available for any optician to
take advantage of.
Remember,
knowledge is power!
Dibby Bartlett

Fall Meeting Nov 4th & 5th Southbridge
We are looking forward to seeing you all at the annual
meeting and education conference at the Southbridge
Hotel and Conference Center on November 4th & 5th.
The education program features three nationally renowned speakers, Mike Gzik, Barry Santini, and Ted
Gioia. Each of these lecturers are featured speakers at
OptiCon, the national convention in Orlando in October.
The two day OAM program offers 24 different
courses to choose from, including hands-on workshops, plus spectacle and contact lens review sessions. In addition to the Saturday afternoon classes
and tour of the Optical Heritage Museum, the events
committee is planning a dinner with Mardi Gras theme
at the Southbridge Hotel, a tribute to John Parrelli, and
entertainment provided by opticianry’s hottest band,
Pantoscopic Tilt. A full day of classes and workshop
will offer something for everyone.

Dr. David Fleishman

As part of our lecture series of topics, we are very excited to offer
two history related courses presented by Dr. David Fleishman,
MD, creator of antiquespectacles.com, and chief advisor and
executive director of the PBS
documentary "Sight - The Story of
Vision".

You will likely find his course
on the history of eyewear and
other optical artifacts very informative. He plans to share
his intensive research about the
"father of opticianry" John
McAllister and the contributions made by later family
members which Dr. Fleishman
has uncovered. We are truly
excited to have Dr. Fleishman
join us again this year.

Dick Whitney, recognized for his expertise as chairman of ANSI Z.80 standards committee, will present a lecture
on the current and upcoming standards,
as well as a workshop on the history
and the practical uses of a lensometer
(focimeter).
Dick has been a gracious host to opticians visiting the Optical Heritage MuDick Whitney
seum sponsored by Zeiss. If you haven't had the chance to see the museum, be sure to register
for the one hour accredited course with Dick Whitney and
Diane Matuck on Saturday afternoon.
It wouldn't be a great meeting in
Southbridge without our good friend
and expert contact lens speaker Mike
Gzik from Syracuse, NY. If you plan to
attend NCLE classes, you’re in for a
treat!
Mikr Gzik

Mark Dolabany, one of OAM's most
popular and highly respected business
lecturers will be presenting two
courses related to business and marketing to assist the independent optician.
Mark is a licensed MA optician and the
owner of Dolabany Eyewear which
prides itself with not being available on
the internet.
John McAllister

Ted Gioia will draw on some of the historical and
archival material from the Optical Heritage Museum to focus on how eye care
has evolved over the ages to
products and technologies today. In addition to eye care consulting, Ted has been an executive with Essilor and Sola International. His participation is
sponsored by Zeiss.
Ted Gioia

Barry Santini

We are pleased to be joined by Barry
Santini, ABOM, independent optician
from Long Island New York and one of
the admins of the popular “Ask the Lab
Guy” Facebook group. Barry will be
discussing some thought provoking
ideas and politics surrounding the
Power of the PD.

Mark Dolabany

In addition to the Saturday afternoon classes and museum
tours, there will be technical sessions that apprentices and
opticianry students preparing for certification should
check out. All the courses offered during the weekend
have a special reduced rate for students and apprentices.
All attendees are invited to join us on Sunday for the Annual OAM business meeting in which nominations, by-law
changes and awards will be presented.
For more details related to time and course level, please
refer to the enclosed registration form or visit our website
at opticiansma.org where you can register online.
We look forward to seeing you in November!!
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Cont’d from page 1

John Re was playing music six nights a week and
knew that had to change. His brother in law was an
optician on the North Shore who brought opticianry
into John’s life and he got his license in 1977.” John
worked at various local optometric practices and got
an opportunity to buy Community Opticians in Haverhill. After seventeen years he closed the shop and
worked at Parrelli Optical in Beverly which he says
was a great place to work. John has worked at different MD practices and is currently at Burlington Eye
Associates. He says, “This industry is so great and I
am proud to hit the 40 year mark this year.” John
played drums in high school but says, “Then I heard
The Grateful Dead and had to play bass.” John
played through the 70’s and even made a couple of recordings but then stopped when he married and had two children. In 1988 he started playing bass again in classic rock
bands and was very lucky to have friends who were great musicians and composers and who formed RJ and the Imperatives, producing four CD’s that are on ITunes with the last
two on Spotify. In 2011 John was in NYC and saw Eyerock,
now named Rockin’ for New Eyes, and he said, “I gotta do
this.” He has been playing the fundraiser ever since! And he
says, “It really is a very special experience making new musician friends from all over the country and playing at the Hard
Rock. He brought Dana on board then Bob and now Lia.”
Lia Iacono has been in the optical field for over 20 years now
and although it wasn’t what she initially went to school for,
she’s grateful to have made her career in opticianry. “I was
first introduced to the optical field when I went to work for an
ophthalmologist and within a years’ time wanted to take advantage of the apprenticeship program offered in Massachusetts.” Lia went to school for music and teaching and says,
“I am so happy I get to do both as I love to sing and perform,
and I love being a mentor to those wanting to learn and grow
in the opticianry field.” Currently Lia has two apprentices
under her license and is delighted to teach and guide them
toward gaining their licensure. “I have been singing since I
was ten years old and was always involved with theatre and
various chorale groups in school.” For the past 10 years Lia
has been a member of Sweet Adeline’s International, the female version of men’s barbershop A Cappella, and sings with
a local chapter, and in the past year has been one of the lead
vocalists in The Pantoscopic Tilt band. John Re and Lia
worked together back in the late 1990’s at Lenscrafters, and it
was John who encouraged her to audition for Rockin’ for
New Eyes last November when they performed together at
the OAM Southbridge event. “Honestly I would have never
gone for it had it not been for The Pantoscopic Tilt band and
John’s encouragement. I love performing with them and it
gave me the courage to try out for Rockin’ for New
Eyes. It’s an experience I won’t soon forget and hope to do
again. But in the meantime I love singing with the band locally!”
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The Pantoscopic Tilt Band
members are Michael Tanzi,
Ned Morse, George Roberts,
Peter Puzzanghero, and Lia
Iacono. Michael, Ned, Peter
and Lia are all longtime members of the OAM and have
been opticians for decades as
well as practiced their musical
craft for most of their lives.
Michael Tanzi’s first experience with glasses was when
he failed the vision screening
for his driver’s permit at age 16 and found out he
needed glasses. And he was first introduced to the
opticianry field when a fellow softball player introduced him to Eyeworld. He says, “I started at the
bottom as a frame stylist and joined the apprentice
program. I moved to the corporate office and did
all the frame buying and marketing and received
my license.” He has now been in the industry for
almost 35 years and is an active OAM member. “I’m not exactly sure when I became an OAM
member, but believe that it was more than 20 years
ago. I’ve served on the board for nearly that
amount of time including two years as president.” His musical interest started when he began
taking organ lessons at age six and quickly formed
a band with his brothers and cousin called The Beat
Boys. His first real band in high school was called
The New Mike Tanzi Trio. Mike played a lot in
college and informally with friends over the years
and formed The Splitting Headache band the year
before The Pantoscopic Tilt band took shape in
2016. The band wouldn’t be where it is today
without Michael’s vision along with cofounder Ned
Morse.
Ned Morse’s career in opticianry started in 1989
about a month after he became engaged and he answered a newspaper ad placed by Eyeworld. Ned
said, “They were offering paid training and a pathway to become an apprenticed optician. I did the
whole program and eventually became assistant
manager in Medford. I left opticianry for a period
of nine years to go back to school nights and start a
new line of work as an annuity underwriter at an
insurance company in Boston. When my position
was about to be outsourced, I happened upon an
old Eyeworld friend who was managing an optical
shop in Boston. The timing and offer were just
right, and I have been working at Harvard Vanguard for the past 14 years. As for a music career...well I have no career to speak of. Other than
studying the viola in a Minnesota grammar school

when I was 8, I have no formal background in music. I
pretty much studied the instructions that were written on
the box of the guitar I bought at Wal-Mart about 3 and a
half years ago. My big musical break came through the
kindness of my friend Michael Tanzi. He and I occasionally talked about musical interests while serving as executive board members of the OAM. He invited me to
meet some of his musician friends who played around
Norwood. I was thrilled and terrified as I had never
played in front of others. The first jam session was challenging for me, and though the other musicians were gracious and patient, I knew I had a long way to go before I
could expect to play at the level needed just to carry a
tune with others playing.
Michael encouraged me
straight away and we practiced at his home weekly for
the past two years. He certainly helped me to gain more
confidence and in time we began to recruit other musicians to help us form a band. It has been said by fellow
band members that Ned is the heart and soul of the band
and that his energy and enthusiasm are infectious!
Peter Puzzanghero began his career as an optician when
his lifelong best friend, Dana Cohen, introduced him to
the optical field. Peter said, “I needed a career change,
and Dana started me off learning some essentials in his
finish lab in Medford back in the summer of 2003.” Peter worked at Lenscrafters and completed his apprenticeship program and later took a position at Harvard Vanguard in 2007. His musical interests began in the fifth
grade playing the clarinet and later the saxophone. Throughout the 1970’s, he played pit orchestra
and jazz bands, as well as a brass rock band with Dana,
family and friends in which he played tenor sax and sang
some lead vocals. Ned and Michael invited Peter to join
The Pantoscopic Tilt band back in 2016 as a lead vocalist, and he has truly enhanced the band. When Lia and
Peter met at a rehearsal for the first time it was like old
home week as they had worked together briefly back in
2005 at Lenscrafters. And now they can work together
again in a different mode!
Pantoscopic Tilt’s drummer George Roberts is the only
member who, though he is not an optician, is a very high
myope who began wearing glasses in the first
grade. George says it was his parents who first encouraged him musically with piano lessons at age six. He
learned to play the trumpet in the fourth grade and at age
14, he switched to playing drums and took music theory
and vocal lessons at a local music school in Staten Island
NY. George says, “My greatest aspiration as a kid was to
play in the church orchestra. I wanted to be the drummer! Other than playing in church, his playing in bands
never got off the ground until he moved to Lancaster, PA
where they got regular playing gigs and even recorded in
a professional studio with four of their songs being available on iTunes! But to this day, George still plays at

church every Sunday. When he and his family moved
back to MA from PA back in 2016, it was his brother
in law’s brother, Ned Morse, who recruited him for
Pantoscopic Tilt. Ned says, “George brings years of
professional experience and insight into the mix and
keeps everyone interested in becoming the best we can
be.”
Pantoscopic Tilt has been excited to play at various
local venues, including a fundraiser for a fellow musician who was awaiting a heart transplant. They performed at the 2017 Eyeball for the BFIT opticianry
graduating class this past May and have already been
invited back for at the Eyeball 2018! The band entertained attendees at the OAM 2016 Fall social event in
Southbridge and will return this year on November 4,
2017. We have musician opticians among us that continue to touch the soul and entertain people with their
music, who enhance people’s lives optically and can
bring joy musically. Looking for a night out to enjoy?
Feel free to ask any of your musician opticians where
their next gig will be.
Contributed by Lia Iacono and Mike Mancini

Vision Expo West Happenings

One of the features of Vision Expo West held in September was the Vision Expo Content Studio. One of these
talks sponsored by the OAA dealt with the independent
optician, and included MA opticians Todd Berberian and
Dibby Bartlett of Todd Rogers Eyewear.
One of OAM’s favorite speakers, Mark Mattison Shupnick of Jobson Publishing was honored at the Vision
Council’s Hall of Fame at
VEW. Mark did a great
job as author of the Sight:
The Story of Sight ebook
that came out last Fall and
was publicized at the
OAM Fall Meeting in
Southbridge.
Congratulations Mark!
Page 7

Children's Vision Health
Be a champion for children's
vision health, and all the associated benefits, by joining parents, colleagues, and others at
the State House on October 18,
2017 to advocate for the passage and enactment of H3224an
act to establish a children's vision registry and special commission on childhood vision and eye health, THE NEXT
STEP to improving the vision health of our children. Please help to eliminate correctable and avoidable
vision impairment in childhood by joining us at the State
House to advocate for a comprehensive children's vision
health program for the Commonwealth.
The program will begin at 10am in the Great Hall of
Flags with networking, children’s vision screening and
exhibitors. This will be followed by a speaker’s program
at the Grand Staircase, moderated by Danielle Ledoux,
MD and including Representative Barber; Senate President Rosenberg; and Bruce Moore, OD. Jean Ramsey,
MD, MPH will lead a legislative briefing during
lunch. Attendees are encouraged to participate in legislative visits in small groups, which will be scheduled
for them, if requested when registering. The purpose of
the visits is to inform legislators, from a personal and/or
professional perspective, of why it is so important that a
comprehensive children’s vision health program be established, and that the next step to accomplishing this is support for H3224 an act to establish a children’s vision
registry and special commission on childhood vision and
eye health.
In 2004, Majority Leader Ronald Mariano and the Massachusetts Legislature took an important first step in establishing a children's vision health program with the passage and enactment of Chapter 181 of the Acts of 2004
"An Act Relative to Eye Examinations for Children". This was an important first step. However, gaps
in access, resources and awareness related to children's
vision health persist. If we are to close these gaps, and
assure that all children in the Commonwealth have
screenings, eye examinations and follow up care as required, we must take THE NEXT STEP in the development of a statewide comprehensive children’s vision
health program.
Registration is now open, and children, accompanied by
parents or other adults, are welcome and encouraged to
attend. The event is free and lunch will be provided.
This Advocacy Day is being organized by Children’s
Vision Massachusetts, a coalition made up of parents,
nurses, pediatricians, family physicians, optometrists,
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ophthalmologists, educators, public health professionals and advocates from organizations across the state
who are committed to ensuring that all children have
the opportunity to develop their best possible vision.
Over 250,000 Massachusetts children have a vision
problem, a critical and often overlooked determinant
of health, well-being, and early literacy achievement.
Once identified, most vision problems respond to treatment. Early detection and intervention are critical to
achieve desired outcomes.
Katherine Majzoub, RN, MBA
Director, Northeast Region
Prevent Blindness
424 Beacon Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02115
T 312-731-3990
www.preventblindness.org

Volunteers Needed
The Worcester Evening Medical Program, run by
the Wesley Methodist Church, is in need of optometrists who would like to volunteer to do a few eye exams during the year. For over 20 years, both eyeglasses
and hearing aids are provided for a small fee to those in
need, and meets on Monday evenings from 6-8pm. For
more information, contact Ron Ramsey at 774-2879002.
The Jamaica Outreach Program provides ongoing
medical, optical and dental services to people in need in
three locations in Jamaica and is looking for opticians
and optometrists. The program provides room and
board and an airfare allowance. For future dates and
more information, check out
www.jamaicaoutreachprogram.org.
Contact Roger Plante. PhD, Mission Coordinator at 401
-769-7444 or rogerplante10@gmail.com
Do you have something to share in the OAM newsletter?
If so, we’d love to hear from you!
Please send an email to OAM at opticianma@aol.com

OAM Golf at Blackstone National—Sept 10th
It couldn’t have been a more beautiful day for the 19th
annual OAM Golf Tournament held at Blackstone National in Sutton on September 10th. Thanks to everyone
who participated!
George and Lisa Bourque took up organizing the event
run by Denise Cook for the previous 18 years and did a
great job. Nearly $5,000 was raised for opticianry
scholarships and education, thanks to hole sponsors,
Some of OAM board members who helped make it a great day:
raffle prize donations and volunteers who sold tickets. Denise Brady, Blair Wong, Ahhyee Ma, George and Lisa Bourque
New this year was a morning start time. We hope it’ll
be another great event next year!

First Place winners:
Jeremy Desmarias, Todd Wiles, Todd Albert and Wally Gagne

2nd place winners:
Left to right: Matt Messer, Dan Beers, Barret Dziok and Larry Brady

Check out Josh Brandt and Sarah Mahan’s winners
of the Cutest Custom Canine Golf Club Covers !

Zeiss reps Kamala Gaber and Tina Fowler of
Zeiss and Michael Ciampoli from Europa did a
great job selling a lot of raffle tickets.

Matt Kegler won this 32” TV donated by Accu Rx.

Don Mavrikis was the
lucky winner of Boston Red Sox tickets
donated by Gibs
Patty Weinberg won the 50/50 putting
Roddy
contest
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New Corporate Partners
Carr Healthcare Realty
“Carr Healthcare Realty is the nation’s leading provider of
commercial real estate services for healthcare tenants and
buyers. Every year, hundreds of medical, dental, veterinary
and other healthcare practices trust Carr Healthcare Realty to
help them achieve the most favorable terms on their lease and
purchase negotiations. By not representing landlords or sellers, Carr Healthcare Realty is able to strongly advocate for
healthcare providers and avoid conflicts of interest while saving their clients hundreds of thousands of dollars. Carr
Healthcare Realty’s team of experts can assist with all types
of real estate transactions, including lease renewals, expansions, relocations, startup offices, purchases, and practice
transitions.”

Silhouette
Tim Miller of Silhouette Optical has joined the
OAM Partnership program.
SILHOUETTE.
AUTHENTIC EYEWEAR SINCE 1964.
BECAUSE YOU ARE UNIQUE!
Silhouette focuses on customization, individuality,
and the beauty within. By offering a wide-range of
rimless, full-rim, and semi-rim styles—as well as an
assortment of sunglasses— the wearer is given the
opportunity to truly stand out and express their personal style. With frames ranging from timeless classics, to edgier, more trendy pieces, it is beneficial to
have Silhouette as part of your in-store selection to
offer unique product and help differentiate your practice
WHY SILHOUETTE
We pride ourselves on having THE BEST PRODUCTS in the industry with a focus on our four pillars
of EXCELLENCE:

Kering

PREMIUM QUALITY
Premium handcrafted eyewear using the best manufacturing and materials.

WHO ARE WE?
Kering Eyewear is part of the Kering
Group, a world leader in apparel and
accessories with an ensemble of powerful Luxury and Sport & Lifestyle
brands such as Gucci, Bottega Veneta, Saint Laurent, Alexander
McQueen, McQ, Stella McCartney, Boucheron and Puma.

PERSONAL SERVICE
Professional business expertise customized to your
needs.

We are not just another eyewear company, we are the first luxury
company in eyewear. For the first time in the optical industry’s
history, a luxury group has set up a dedicated eyewear company
that has pooled expertise in design, marketing, production and
distribution for the brands of the Group.

PREMIUM EXPERIENCE
Tim brings over 19 years experience in the eyewear
industry. He is part of the President’s club and recently received Rookie of the Year Award at Silhouette. Tim is eager to serve and show you ways of
offering “Premium Eyewear” with Silhouette.

OUR STRATEGY
Kering Eyewear is
taking a long-term
view ensuring consistency in terms of
approach and of
brand image. The
decision to design
and develop the eyewear collections in
house facilitates greater synergies with our brands and allows us
to create best-in-class products with the highest attention to detail
and quality.
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BUSINESS BUILDING
Maximizing your practice’s growth and and profitability

Contact:
Tim Miller
Account Executive
Silhouette Optical, Ltd.
260 Cannon Street
Green Island, NY 12183
Cell: 518-421-1117
Email: t.miller@us.silhouette.com
Website: www.silhouette.com

2017 Proposed OAM Bylaw changes
The Opticians Association of Massachusetts Bylaw Committee has conducted it's required annual review. In addition to
slight changes in wording noted in parentheses, the committee is recommending adding Article VI sections 6 and 7.
These two new sections are being proposed to more clearly
define the role of the Executive Committee and the checks
and balances that the Board of Directors provides. Changes to
Section 2 of Article IX, the Job Description and Responsibilities of the Executive Director will also be presented for approval by the membership with a vote at the OAM Annual
Meeting on November 5th.
ARTICLE III MEMBERSHIP and DUES
Section 4. Dues Schedule The Board of Directors will establish, no later than November 30th (December) of the preceding year, a schedule of membership dues that will be payable
of January 1st (Feb 28th) each year. A change proposed for
logistical reasons.
Section 5. Unpaid Dues Any member whose dues remain
unpaid after the Annual Meeting may have their membership
forfeited by a vote of the Board of Directors. Eliminate bylaw. This section has never been enforced.
ARTICLE VI Powers and Duties of Officers and Board of
Directors
Section 4. Treasurer The Treasurer shall keep a correct account of and review (monthly) all transactions made by the
Executive Director and make a report available at each Annual Meeting and at other times as the President may direct.
The Treasurer will also be able to sign checks in the absence
of the Executive Director. If required by a vote of the Board
of Directors, the Treasurer and/or the Executive Director
shall give a bond (carry a bond) in the amount fixed by said
Board of Directors. The costs of said bond shall be paid by
the Corporation. Proposed for more regular accountability
by the Treasurer and protection for the organization.
Section 6. Power of the Executive Committee The Executive Committee shall have and may exercise during intervals
between meetings of the Board of Directors all powers of the
Board of Directors except they shall not have the power to
submit to the membership any action or matter requiring authorization of the membership. They shall not be able to
amend or repeal these bylaws or adopt new bylaws; to fill
vacancies in the Board of Directors or to dissolve, remove
members or change the number of, or fill vacancies in the
Executive Committee; or to amend or repeal any resolution
passed by the Board of Directors.
Section 7. Review by Board of Directors The Executive
Committee shall report all actions undertaken by it, at each
meeting of the Board of Directors since the last meeting
thereof. The Board of Directors shall have full authority, by

a majority vote of the total members which the Board
of Directors would have if there were no vacancies, to
modify or revoke any action taken by the Executive
Committee.
ARTICLE IX EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Current: Section 2. Job Description and Responsibilities The Executive Director shall manage, supervise
and direct the operations of OAM with the authority
delegated by the Board of Directors. The Executive
Director shall administer the financial accounts of
OAM and report monthly to the Treasurer. All payments in an amount exceeding $1,500 will require a
second approval by the President or Treasurer. The Executive Director shall be an ex-officio member of the
Board of Directors and all standing committees, without voting rights. Other staff and consulting personnel
as may be hired to undertake such duties; responsibilities and authority as may be defined by the Board of
Directors will be responsible to the Executive Director.
The Executive Director is authorized to hire, supervise,
and discharge such personnel with the approval of the
Board of Directors.
Proposed: Section 2 Job Description and Responsibilities -The Executive Director shall:
(A) Administer the financial accounts of OAM and report monthly to the treasurer. All payments in an
amount exceeding $1500.00 require a second approval
by the President or Treasurer. The Executive Director
or Treasurer shall sign all checks on behalf of the OAM
and maintain appropriate records in connection with all
transactions.
(B) Accept members into the organization, issue certificates and maintain a roster of the membership.
(C) Send notice of dues and collect all fees.
(D) Attend all meetings of the Board of Directors and
Executive Committee and any other meetings as authorized or directed by the President. The Executive
Director shall be an ex officio member of the Board of
Directors and all committees without voting rights.
(E) Perform all duties and have all powers incident to
the office of Executive Director and shall perform other
duties as may be designated by the Board.
Do you have a question regarding the proposed changes? Please contact the Chair of
the Bylaw committee Amy Swayze by email
at eyeworks18@gmail.com
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Opticians Association of MA
P.O. Box 419
Medway, MA 02053

Please support our Partners
ABB CONCISE
ACCU RX
ALCON VISION CARE
ALRAY OPTICAL
ARCHIE SOFTWARE
BOSTON EYE DESIGN
CARL ZEISS VISION – NORTHEAST
CARR HEALTHCARE REALTY
CHARMANT
CHERRY OPTICAL
CLEARVISION
COBURN TECHNOLGIES
COOPERVISION
DOLABANY EYEWEAR
DE RIGO REM EYEWEAR
ESSILOR INSTRUMENTS
ESSILOR OF AMERICA – CROWN
EUROPA INTERNATIONAL
FEA INDUSTRIES
FGX INERNATIONAL
FYSH & KLIIK
HILCO
HOYA VISION CARE
KENMARK
KERING EYEWEAR
LUXOTTICA
MCLEOD OPTICAL
MARCHON
MAUI JIM
MICHAEL SHAER
MODO EYEWEAR
NASSAU VISION
PARTNERS IN VISION
PERFERX PRECISION OPTICAL
RANDOLPH
SILHOUETTE
TODD ROGERS EYEWEAR
VARILUX
ZIMCO OPTICS
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