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The OAM’s 17th Annual
Scholarship and Education
Golf Tournament held on
September 20th was a fantastic success! The money
raised is used to award
scholarships to students
attending the Opticianry
Program at the Benjamin Franklin Institute
of Technology in Boston. This year, thanks
to our very generous sponsors and golfers,
a record amount of money was raised. It
will go a long way to supporting the students and the program.

The new venue of this year's event was met
with universal praise from the minute people arrived at the Blackstone National Golf
Club in Sutton, MA. The course provided
an exciting challenge for both seasoned
participants and for the many new faces at
the tourney, and everyone enjoyed the view
of the greens from the clubhouse. Fantastic
raffle prizes, a new dinner menu and a
rousing victory from the New England Patriots were all thrown in for good
measure.

21 teams played at this
year's event, and the OAM
is grateful for the 21 sponsors who sponsored holes
or donated raffle prizes
and made the tournament
one of our most successful. Every participant received a RayBan golf shirt and a team
photo. Several tables were loaded with
great raffle prizes that included an Apple
Watch, a flatscreen TV, a BOSE sound
system, a Kindle Fire, generous gift
cards and many other great donations.
The raffle prizes are a fun highlight of
the event, with proceeds going directly to
scholarships.
Golfers and non-golfers who attended
were treated to a steak or chicken dinner
that was truly exceptional. Due to the
overwhelmingly positive response to the
course at the Blackstone National Golf
Club, the OAM will explore booking this
location again next year. Many thanks to
Ralph Woodland of Safilo for help in
making arrangements to get this venue.
Please feel free to go on to the OAM
website for updates in this regard or to
the OAM Facebook page to see more
photos. And as always, feel free to contact anyone on the board with your
thoughts concerning our events!
For information about the winners,
please go to page 5

From the first tee off, the weather
cooperated 100% and was absolutely perfect! As the teams set
out on the course, Denise Cook
and a small army of OAM board
members and other volunteers
worked throughout the day to set
up for the awards ceremony held
after dinner prepared on the grill.
Thanks to all who gave of their
time and resources for this great
cause.
Adirondack chairs provide a perfect view of Blackstone National
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President’s Message
Dear fellow Opticians, students and apprentices,
I hope you all have had a fabulous summer, and are
starting to enjoy my favorite season - Autumn in New
England!
Your OAM Board of Directors has been very busy this
summer with no sign of letting up through next summer!
Earlier this summer Governor Charlie Baker issued
Executive Order 562 which called for all state agencies
and offices to sunset all their regulations unless they
were shown to meet one or more of 7 listed criteria.
The agencies include all Boards of Registration including, of course, the one governing Dispensing Opticians
in the Commonwealth.
More than two dozen OAM board members attended
the public listening session in June giving oral and
written testimony in support of the rules and regulations as they stand. While no official decision from the
governor will be made until March, 2016, we have
heard that there is currently no threat to our licensure,
and the state board is seeking minimal changes to regulations, if any.
Blair and I will be delivering much more information
about this at our Annual Meeting in November, in
Southbridge. Please plan to attend not only for great
educational classes, but to attend our business meeting
as well. We will also let you know if Massachusetts
was awarded a grant which we applied for from the
OAA to promote Opticianry in the state, and the details
of what we’d like to do.
The Saturday portion of this meeting (November 14th)
will include ABO and NCLE review classes, several
great contact lens workshops, and a wine and beer tasting social event at night at the Optical Heritage Museum. Sunday the 15th will feature 4 tracks of education as well as our business meeting and OAM award
presentations. Please check your mail, and our website
(www.opticiansma.org) for more details and registration information.
This year our 17th annual golf tournament for scholarships and education moved to a new venue - the beautiful Blackstone National Golf Course in Sutton, and the
response from golfers was tremendous. Many thanks
to the numerous volunteers who helped things run so
smoothly and our vendor partners for donating so many
great prizes for our raffle.

For 2016 we are not only planning an educational conference in Worcester on April 10th, but are looking to
offer smaller ABO or NCLE credit classes in several
other regions of the state. We also plan to continue to
hold more small focus group sessions to get opticians
together to discuss selected topics such as dealing with
insurances and battling the internet. We will be sure to
share more details as they become more finalized.
I very much look forward to
seeing you all in Southbridge
this November, and always
appreciate your sharing your
thoughts, concerns and ideas.
Happy Fall!
Michael

And Off We Go… from MA to Tennessee
Several members of OAM will be attending Opticon, the
national optician’s conference sponsored by ABO/NCLE
in partnership with the Opticians Association of America,
National Federation of Opticianry Schools (NFOS), Contact Lens Society of America (CLSA), and National
Academy of Opticianry (NAO). For the second year in a
row, the meeting will take place at the Gaylord Opryland
Resort in Nashville, Tennessee. Massachusetts is fortunate to have a representative in a leadership role with the
host and each of the partnering organizations.
Blair Wong will be teaching a workshop on fresnel
prisms. He will be our representative at the NFOS meeting. Amy Lewis will be attending as a director to the
NAO.
Dibby Bartlett and Kyle Beaudeaut will attend the
Board of Directors Meeting of the OAA and will be
sworn in as 2nd vice president and director.
John Parelli will be attending as the treasurer of the
CLSA. Catherine Selucky will be presenting a contact
lens case study.
Dan Sullivan will be attending as a member of the ABO
committee and will be leading a panel discussion. Michael Tanzi will be attending the Delegate Assembly as President of the OAM.
In addition to these meetings, these members will be
scouting future speakers to serve at the OAM and networking with other national leaders and corporate partners, all to gain ideas to strengthen our state association.
—Dibby Bartlett
Page 3

OAM Fall Conference & Annual Meeting—Nov 14 & 15 in Southbridge
OAM Annual Education Conference
November 14-15,
Southbridge Hotel and Conference Center
The educational portion of the two day conference
will feature over thirty hours of ABO and NCLE
courses and two five hour exam review sessions.
The contact lens and optical review courses are scheduled for Saturday, Nov 14, 10a-3:30p. Saturday afternoon attendees will have the option of taking a three part
course on the use of a retinoscope (NCLE), or a three part
course on medical billing for an optical office (ABO).
The Saturday evening social event will be held at the
Optical Heritage Museum in which guided tours, wine
and craft beer tasting, an Italian buffet as well as live music will be provided. Shuttle service will be running continuously between the hotel and the museum for our
guests and attendees.
Join us back at the hotel lounge for an evening Presidents
Reception as well.
The Sunday education offers four 6-hour tracks in optical
dispensing ( ABO), contact lenses ( NCLE), optical dispensing workshops (ABO), and contact lens workshops
(NCLE).
Our featured speakers include Phernell Walker, Wendy
Ford, Monica Shea, Mark Dolabany, Deb Kotob and
Charles Saccarelli.
The OAM is proud to present several new courses: Three
one hour sessions on Retinoscopy, Anatomy of a Metal
Frame, Correction of Retinal Disorders Using Prisms,
Disruption Used In A Positive Way, Special Contact
Lens Case Studies and a History Course on the American
Optical Company.
The Sunday attendees will also have the opportunity
to attend a course that includes a tour of the Optical
Heritage Museum.
As is our custom, the conference will end with a
seventh hour lecture featuring the inspirational
stories of Massachusetts opticians.
Thank you to our 40 plus corporate sponsors who
will be in the exhibit area. We are looking forward
to having you join us in November.
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Saturday Night OAM Social Event at OHM
As in years past, having our meeting in
Southbridge can be a little out of the way, but it can
also provide a sense of exclusivity in an ideal setting for opticians.
This year, plans are underway for a casual Saturday
evening event hosted at the Optical Heritage Museum at 12 Crane Street which is also home to
Bentley Brewers, a local craft beer company. Wine
and beer tasting will complement a buffet dinner in
a relaxed atmosphere with live acoustic music provided by musician optician Alex Thayer. Museum
Director Dick Whitney will be on hand to provide
tours and answer questions about the museum.
Continuous transportation to and from the hotel
will be provided. Tickets for the evening will be
available using the meeting registration form.
Watch the OAM Website and Facebook page for
more details!
The OHM, now proudly sponsored by Zeiss, has a
new logo and plenty of new things to see and learn
about since our last event there. The museum’s new
webpage is www.opticalheritagemuseum.com.
Plans are in the works for interactive exhibits that
compare the old with the newest technology.

Everyone’s a winner at the OAM Golf Tournament!

1st Place: Fuzzy Failla, John Failla, Dave Matulis and John Markowicz

Clowning around for their superman team
photo are Ralph Woodland, Peter Maly, David
and Al Cormier
2nd Place: Barry Madsen, David Ditavi, Tony Masi and David Karam

Other winners were Mike Tanzi who won closest to the hole for the men’s group and
Patty Weinberg who was closest to the hole for the women’s group. Congratulations
to Larry Enright and Stephanie Wells for winning longest drive in their groups.

Teamwork! Some of the many volunteers who came out include from
left to right: Debbie Van Vort, Charlie Atchue, Denise Brady, Tracie
Bennett, Fran Lynch, Diane Lord, Andrea DeSimone and event coordinator Denise Cook. Thanks to Jim Magay who took the photo!

A very special
Thank You to the
vendors & individuals who contributed
raffle prizes and/or
sponsored a hole,
and to all the folks
who volunteered
their time to help
out on the day of
the tournament.

Thanks to our Hole
Sponsors:
Silhouette
Vision Ease
MODO Eyewear
Hilco
Villavecchia
Seaport
Fairview Eyecare
Nassau Vision Group/
Nova Optical Lab
ClearVision
Charmant
Mass Eye & Ear
HOYA Vision Care
Marchon
AccuRx
Red Paris Eyewear
Vision Associates
Essilor/Varilux
Essilor Labs of America
Concord Optical
Dr. Margot Seligman
Essilor Instruments USA
FGX International
Luxottica
Visual Eyes
Perferx Optical
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New Corporate Sponsors
MODO
Modo was born in 1990 in Soho, New York, under the
entrepreneurial spirit of its founder, Alessandro Lanaro.
Modo has evolved into a company that designs, manufactures and distributes a successful portfolio of house
brands, designer brands and contemporary lifestyle
brands – all under the common denominator of design
and innovation. Our brands include Modo, Eco, Derek
Lam, Jason Wu and 7 For All Mankind. Modo is a
global company with offices in New York, Milano and
Stockholm.
Today, Modo drives the eyewear industry’s effort in
sustainability and social responsibility. With initiatives
like producing frames with recycled or biobased materials (our Eco brand), planting a tree for every frame
purchased by our customers (Eco’s “One Frame – One
Tree”), giving free spectacles to those in need (Modo’s
“Buy a Frame – Give a Frame”), Modo is a pioneer in
merging style and purpose.

Modo Paper Thin Titanium

The Boy Who Helped the World See
In a small town just twenty miles east of Paris, Coupvray,
France, a boy named Louis suffered a tragic accident
whilst playing in his father’s leather craft workshop. At
the tender age of three, he had taken an awl, a pointed tool
used to make holes in leather, and struck himself in the
eye.

The boy’s family had rushed him to the city of
Paris to a renowned surgeon of the times, circa
1812, but his attempts to save the organ tissue were
unsuccessful. An infection had spread from Louis’
left eye to his right eye due to what was most likely
sympathetic ophthalmia, causing the child to go
completely blind.
Despite his physical imposition, young Louis was a
quick learner. His parents raised him to be selfsufficient and had provided him a formal education.
In 1819, he was enrolled in one of the first schools
for the blind in the world, the Royal Institute for
Blind Youth. There, he practiced and excelled in
reading books of embossed heavy paper with raised
text in the Latin language and grew proficient in
music, learning to play the organ and the cello.
Louis would remain at the institute for much of this
career as a professor of history, geometry and algebra.
In 1821, Louis discovered a military mode of communicating at night created by a French captain of
the Napoleon army. The method consisted of dots
and dashes pressed into thick paper that only required the simple sense of touch. From this point
onward, Louis would dedicate his life to perfecting
this system of communication that proved to be
idyllic for those that had lost their vision. He produced a system of raised dots, simplifying the captain’s night writing, and created an effective and
efficient method of reading and writing for the
blind.
Though the system was not implemented into use
and taught at schools until after his death in 1852, it
became the principle method of reading and writing
for the blind all over the world and translated in
many different languages. Louis system of communication for the blind continues to evolve with the
technology of today, such new computer programing. This mode of communication was named after
young Louis, young Louis is Louis Braille (born
1809 – 1852) the inventor of
the Braille system of reading
and writing for the blind.
*Bickel, Lennard (1989).
Triumph Over Darkness:
The Life of Louis Braille.
**Farrell, Gabriel (1956).
The Story of Blindness
-Mark Dolabany
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The Art of Paying it Forward
Paying it forward is something every optician does
each time they put on their name badge and start their
day. We create an environment that allows us to help
the public, doctors and other opticians to help preserve
and enhance vision. The eyecare profession helps the
country run, whether it is in education, business, sports
or daily activities. Our field creates the opportunities
that give every person a different perspective on life.
Educating, teaching, and coaching the newest wave of
apprentice and student opticians will drive our future.
This is the focus of Optician Apprentice and Students
chapters at the state level. Living in New Hampshire
and working in Massachusetts, I see many state laws
are not the same for opticians. Logging in countless
hours and passing nationally accredited tests to become
certified are tasks upon themselves, but what if it was
the same for everyone? What if every optician taught,
coached and mentored an optician of tomorrow? Could
we have a voice to set standards across the nation?
During my journey, I successfully passed the ABO and
the NCLE in my first year. Working day after day to
fulfill my apprentice requirements of 6,000 hours, I
found myself working alongside three great ophthalmologists. With encouragement from many mentors, I
sat for the Certified Ophthalmic Assistant Exam (COA)
and passed. I am an Associate Director on the OAM
board, hoping to become a director in the future. I have
connected with many opticianry apprentices and students and state leaders across the United States at the
Opticians Association of America’s Leadership Conferences, and as a result, I have been appointed to a newly
created position to represent them on the OAA’s
board.
“Reach for the Stars!”These are the words of my mentor, Tracy, who has encouraged my commitment to the
optical field and the confidence to do it. Let’s work
together and make our nation and our communities a
better place. If you share my vision, and want to know
how our state is changing, please email me. We are
only as strong as we create, motivate, and encourage
one another to be.
Kyle Beaudet

OAM Strategic Planning
In early June, the OAM Board of Directors conducted a
special board meeting dedicated to developing a strategic plan that included both short and long term goals.
The process involved compression planning, which allowed the group to brainstorm ideas for the future of the
association and compress them into similar ideas and
eight future projects:









Consumer Education - educating the consumer
about the profession
Apprenticeship Training- enhancing the education for apprentices
Giving Back- community service and missions
High School Outreach - educating students
about the profession
Advancing Education For Opticians- providing
courses for advanced technical education
Bridging the Gap- creating relationships with
other professions
Educating the Professionals - creating programs
to enlighten other professions to our value
Public Relations and Marketing- educating the
public as to who and what we are.

The directors were assigned to each of the committees
and have already begun on developing their specific
goals. Periodic updates on these goals will become part
of our regular agenda.
These projects will help to shape the future of
opticianry in Massachusetts.

Kbeaudet@partners.org
Eye Center Optical

- Dibby Bartlett

Salem Ma
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Save the dates: Nov 14th & 15th
For the OAM Fall Education & Annual Meeting
in Southbridge, MA
Don’t miss an exclusive event at the Optical Heritage Museum
Go to the OAM Website and Facebook page for more details!

